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succeed in getting their partisans elected, they are in
some measure relieved from the labor of wrangling with
a committee not in sympathy with their views. They
are a little better able than in France to take their
stand on a budget prepared by themselves, instead of
being obliged to submit to all the amendments and
distortions suggested by an independent or unfriendly
set of committee-men. The practice is by no means
a perfect one, and does not prevent the Chamber
from constantly forcing on the ministers an increase
of appropriations;* but its good effects are seen in the
fact that the government is rarely upset on the budget,2
although the enormous size of the expenditures com-
pared with the wealth of the country renders the finances
of Italy very difficult to manage. They are shown per-
haps even more strongly by the fact that the eminent
financier Magliani was able to remain at the head of
the treasury for nine consecutive years, whereas in

1 See Brusa, p. 156, note 1; Dupriez, vol. i. pp. 318-19. Marco Besso,
in the Nuova Antologia ("Megalomania e Micromania," Feb. 1, 1894),
remarks that the Parliament is the open enemy of taxes and the secret
enemy of economies.

3 See Brusa, p. 156, note 2. Dupriez (vol. i. p. 328) says that since 1849
the disagreements hetween the government and the Chamher which have
caused cabinet crises have been exclusively on financial questions. This
statement seems to be erroneous. It is by no means easy in every case
to assign a single definite cause for the fall of a ministry, because the
occasion for a hostile vote in the Chamber may be very different from the
real cause. I have tried, however, to classify the cabinet crises from its
death of Cavour in 1861, through May, 1896, and leaving out of account
seven changes of ministry which were not directly brought about by the
action of the Chamber at all, I find that out of eighteen cases in which a
cabinet has resigned in consequence of a vote of that body, only six arose
out of financial matters, and with at least half of these the committee on
the budget had no connection.